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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1-4, 6, 9-11, 15-18, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Bloom (US 2,253,605) in view of Haber (US 6,896,264 B1). 

Bloom discloses a gaming apparatus and method for playing a game utilizing 
dice in column 2, lines 7-9 as "On the exposed surface of diagonally disposed plate 19 
are progressive indicia, preferable the numerals 1 to 9 inclusive". Column 3 discloses 
the method of play as "All the numbers are exposed at the beginning. The first player 
throws the dice. If the dice show a 4 and 5, a total of 9, the number 9 on the board is f 
eliminated," (lines 1-5), followed by "Each person continues to play until he throws a 
number which cannot be eliminated. For example if 4 and 6 are the only remaining 
numbers on the board and the player throws a 5 and 4 (total of 9), the play is at an end" 
(lines 12-16). The numbers 1-9 are selectable and able to be eliminated by a player by 
placing them in the "closed" position, as described in column 2, lines 17-25. 

Further, Bloom discloses a player being able to roll a single die in column 1, lines 
19-22, as "If all the numbers of the board are eliminated except 1, the player on his last 
throw rolls only one die, since his only chance to roll this number will be with one die". 
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The invention disclosed by Bloom does not indicate the use of an electronically 
implemented method of playing a dice game, a bonus round, or a series of numbers 
arranged in a pyramid shape. However, the invention disclosed by Bloom does 
anticipate the gaming concept disclosed by the instant invention. 

Haber discloses an electronic dice wagering game, featuring a processor 
wherein said processor simulates the rolling of two dice by means of a random number 
generator (column 4, lines 56-59), a touch screen display (column 5, line 9), wager 
acceptance means and player indicia selection means (column 5, lines 1-2). In addition, 
Haber discloses a pre-established pay table wherein a player is awarded a payout for 
winning a play, accordingly (column 4, lines 43-46). It is well known in the art for an 
electronic gaming device to feature touch screen technology, a processor, wager 
acceptance means, indicia selection means, and a predetermined pay table (similar 
technology is also disclosed by Brune et al.). 

Haber further discloses a payout related to the final roll of the dice, stated as 
"The higher and lower wagers are based on two consecutive rolls of the dice. Therefore, 
to win a "higher" wager, the sum of the two dice on consecutive rolls must exceed 
seven. For example, a first roll of eight and a second roll of nine qualifies as a winning 
"higher" wager" in column 2, lines 6-10. 

It is obvious to combine the teachings of Bloom and Haber due to their similar 
subject matter, namely a dice game and method wherein the outcome of said game is 
determined by the combination of indicia that results simultaneously rolling two dice, 
said combination being their sum. 
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2. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Bloom in 
view of Flannery (US 6,554,281). Flannery discloses a dice wagering game wherein 
numerical indicia are arranged in the shape of a pyramid, stated as "The pyramidal 
group 24" in column 2, line 51, and as shown in figure 5. It is obvious to combine the 
teachings of Bloom and Flannery due to their similar subject matter, namely a dice 
game and method wherein the outcome of said game is determined by the combination 
of indicia that is the result of simultaneously rolling two dice. 

3. Claims 7, 8, 12-14, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bloom in view of Haber and still further in view of Brune et al. (US 
5,851,148). Brune et al. discloses a casino game with a bonus round wherein said 
bonus round is activated after successfully completing a predetermined number of 
primary game rounds, stated as "In one embodiment, the occurrence of a winning hand 
or other trigger event on any of the plurality of gaming devices causes incrementation of 
a corresponding counter or otherwise contributes to progress toward the multi-game 
goal" in column 7, lines 10-14, and "The feature allows a player to build up to a bonus or 
payout that the player earns through playing multiple games" in column 5, lines 10-12. 

In addition, Brune et al. discloses a method for resetting the bonus meter, or 
scoreboard, in instances when the machine has been idle for a predetermined time 
interval, as stated in column 6, lines 34-36. It is inherent that this method of resetting the 
bonus meter includes a timer. 

Further, Brune et al. discloses an indicator signifying the number of primary 
game rounds successfully completed, referred to as "The scoreboard display 122 
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provides a region 314 indicating the current amount of the bonus prize and a region 316 
indicating the player's progress towards the goal" in column 2, lines 35-38. Regarding 
claim 8, Brune et al. discloses a progressive jackpot in column 6, line 50. 

As aforementioned, Brune et al. discloses an electronic gaming machine 
featuring the named components of the instant invention including touch screen 
technology, a processor, wager acceptance means, indicia selection means, and a 
predetermined pay table as described throughout the specification. 

It is obvious to combine the teachings of Bloom, Haber and Brune et al. due to 
their similar subject matter, namely a gaming apparatus and method. 

Conclusion 

1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Relevant pertinent prior art includes the following: 

• Tarantino et al. (US 6,656,047 B1) discloses an electronic gaming apparatus 
and method for playing a dice wagering game. 

• Saint Ive (US 4,71 1 ,453) discloses a dice pyramid tally board and game. 

• Promutico (US 6,508,469 B2) discloses an electronic gaming apparatus and 
method for playing a dice wagering game. 

• Tarantino (US 6,605,001 B1) discloses an electronic gaming apparatus and 
method for playing a dice wagering game. 

• Bartle (US 5,308,081) discloses an electronic gaming apparatus and method 
for playing a dice wagering game. 
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• Lacza (US 5,01 1 ,160) discloses a gaming method utilizing dice, wherein a 
player successfully completes the game by eliminating numerals in 
accordance with the outcome of a rolled die. 

• Saint Ive (US Des. 268,503) discloses a pyramid game board. 

• Persch (US Des. 271 ,1 18) discloses a dice game board featuring the 
numerals 1-9. 

• Cutler (US 4,421 ,315) discloses a dice game board and method featuring the 
numerals 1-9, wherein the numerals are eliminated in accordance with the 
outcome of simultaneously rolled dice. 

• Neuwahl (US Des. 274,630) discloses a dice game board featuring the 
numerals 1-9. 

• Bodle et al. (US Des. 407,763) discloses a dice game board featuring the 
numerals 1-9. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Meagan Thomasson whose telephone number is (571) 
272-2080. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 830-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bob Olszewski can be reached on (571) 272-6788. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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